
Oxford Brookes 
University and 
IUT2 Grenoble

Our ongoing partnership



Sustainable Development Goals and EAP

► My colleague from Grenoble, Muriel Cheval, and I have long been involved 
with EAP and international links : SDG 16 “Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions”; SDG 17 “Partnership for the Goals”.

► Today we will speak to you about the evolution of our teaching collaboration 
which came to be titled “COIL” . 

► We will talk to you about how we have addressed not just SDG16 and 17, but 
many other SDG’s both in the teaching and the learning.

► Our link is always being reinvented and we look forward to all of your 
questions. 



A partnership going back to an 
Erasmus link, when Britain had a 

certain place in Europe and Brexit 
was an unknown word…

Grenoble – our French twin city. 



Collaboration with French colleagues

► 2010: Grenoble IUT2 “Children’s 
Rights” conference with other 
European academics – film studies in 
legal context

► 2012: “Women’s rights” film studies 
and law

► 2013: “Capital punishment” film 
studies and law

Collaboration with Russian colleagues 

► 2013: Visit to Perm University 
teaching language

► 2015: Perm University 2 weeks in 
Linguistics Department

My first international links – my “teacher 
mobility” trips



Perm link leads to online teaching connection and collaboration 
for Intercultural Communication.

► Joint lessons on Skype of Intercultural Communication.

►  Sharing materials, comparing assignments. Students discussing their work 
over Skype.

► Projecting the Russian classroom on the screen and my students interacting.

► From 2014 onwards. (Pre-Zoom digital interaction) Knowledge Exchange.

► Pioneering the Zoom classroom idea.

► “I can’t believe we are speaking to Russians!”





BALEAP Conference 2017 - ICC

► Nottingham Trent U. BALEAP PIM  First meeting with other lecturers  getting 
involved with OIL (later to become COIL)

► We presented our online connections with the Perm link to colleagues from 
various UK universities.

► Both validation and inspiration from BALEAP participants.



IUT2 
Grenoble



Goals 

► Intercultural competence

► Interacting with peers studying in Grenoble and Oxford, but in many cases 
with diverse cultural backgrounds representing multiple cultures around the 
world.

► Digital literacy

► Knowledge sharing

► English language skills



Interaction mode

► Synchronous

► joint classes (Zoom).

► Communicating in pairs or groups 
with Whatsapp.

► Non-synchronous

► listening to recordings of peer’s 
speech (pronunciation exercises 
and evaluating).

► Reading each other’s work



Knowledge Share – sharing Assignments

► MOFL4002 (undergraduate) Applied Languages

► INFO3009 Culture and Communication 

► Assignment 1 – “My cultural identity” 

► Assignment 2 “Share and Care” – our similarities across cultures and  – How do 
Oxford and Grenoble attempt to meet UN SDG’s?  A “pen friend” and “pair-work” 
exchange.



MOFL4002 English 
Core Language 
Skills 1b 
Communication and 
Culture 
Knowledge Exchange: 
Pronunciation, 
Vocabulary and Culture This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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Poetry Reading

https://rabble.ca/babble/international-news-and-politics/biden-administration-1?page=2
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://3449924098619522733_feaf14a1dd8236be6b6720990d895e82e5cfd1ee.blogspot.com/2020/06/issue-292-queercore-karamo-brown-arthur.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10485077@N06/20915761755
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Evolution of C&C (Intercultural 
Communication) COIL links

1) Pen friends

2) Some combined (IUT2 and Brookes) classes on Zoom during lockdown

3) Pen friends and pair work: Assignment 2 Share and Care – our similarities 
across culture and  – How do Oxford and Grenoble attempt to meet UN SDG’s?

4) International “teams” (students from Grenoble IUT2 and Brookes) 
campaigning together on a specific issue, compiling leaflets together and then 
writing reflective pieces (coursework) on the experience.









Brookes penfriends

Standing - Nathan, Mafu, Ambo

Seated – Koi, Emilie, Catheline

Countries represented: 

Gabon, Japan,  West Papua (island of 
New Guinea)

China, Argentina, Kenya















Feedback from Grenoble









A wider agenda for our collaboration - 

► From pairs (pen friends) to teams

► Working together on campaigns to 
address pressing issues  - working 
towards a sustainable world

1) Food waste/food poverty  (SDG 2, 
SDG 3, SDG 12)

2) Fast fashion  (SDG 3, SDG 6, SDG 
12, SDG 13)

3) Ecocide (SDG 13, SDG 14, SDG 
15)

4) Plastic waste (SDG 6, SDG 12, 
SDG 14)



The leaflet project

► A Brookes team working with a IUT2 team

► Emailing, Whatsapp, social media links

► Negotiating, planning, sharing, translating

► A joint or comparable finished product

► Post-collaboration reflection

























What to include in reflection – 
Coursework 2

Write a reflection (750 words) outlining your experience in your international team. Include:

1. Your chosen issue
2. How it links to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s)
3. How your team functioned.
4. What you learned about others.
5. What you learned about yourself.
6. How could your campaign be moved forward?
7. What skills did you learn for the future (study and career)?
8. Why is the issue important to you?
9. Add leaflet link
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