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Background

Global London — Contemporary Urban Education, Culture and Space

Session Name

Defining a city/defining the urban

Space, place and scale

Globalisation, Global cities and Ordinary city

Everyday Life and Urban Consumption

Architecture and the city

Culture and the Creative City

Neighbourhood change and Gentrification

Transnational urbanism and multi-ethnic London

Community, inclusion and exclusion

15t year BA Ed programme

3-week intensive module [Term 3]

e Uses London as springboard to explore ways contemporary
cities are being theorized, experienced and understood

* Encourages students to reflect on their place in cities —
as students and as urban citizens

* Builds understanding of relationship between university and
the city through being students and urban citizens




Module assessment

globalisation place urban change the urban everyday global city ordinary streets
iconic architecture scale creative city transnational urbanism inclusion/exclusion
ordinary city everyday consumption defining a city the built environment
multi-cultural London culture community gentrification cultural production
space studentification urban development identity

For your final portfolio...

1) select 4 or 5 themes

2) think about interaction of 4 or 5 themes to develop an overarching theme/question

3) use multimodal information drawn from seminars, portfolio work, literature, fieldtrips, moving around city to develop a coherent and
reflective journal of your experiences and what you have learnt

4) develop a multimodal text (2,000 words and multimodal clips) that shows understanding of overall title and themes you have chosen

Multimodally, this could include

e how you define the different themes

e how the literature defines and elaborates on the different themes

e appropriate examples to illustrate each theme and the intersection of themes (both written and multimodal) and justifications of why this was
selected and applied

e further support from literature to strengthen your examples

e any other way multimodal way you want to show your understanding of the theme



Rationale

enables students to engage with complexities and multi-layered modalities of cities and everyday
processes

enables students to represent and reflect on understanding through modes they feel more confident in

creates an opportunity for students to experiment with different modes of communication and
meaning-making

provides a creative, yet still academic form of literacy development that helps students understand the
potentialities of academic communication and meaning making

responds to and supports students having different learning and literacy needs and processes, critical
considerations around building inclusion and belonging that are an imperative within HE institutions



Examples of daily portfolio work

Defining a city, defining the urban

As you leave class today and make your way home, think about the complexities in defining a city. Capture what we spoke about and read
about through multimodal texts (e.g. images, videos, recordings, drawings). It is important that you can justify your choice of multimodal
text making — so it is a considered process (not arbitrary).

Architecture
Think about an iconic building/structure from your city. You are going to write about it:

a. Why is iticonic?
b. How does it fit within Sklair’s analysis of iconicity?
c. How has it changed the economic, social, physical role of your city?

Gon online and find two images of this structure and integrate it into your text.

As you make your way home think about how the built environment intercepts with your everyday processes and practices. Capture this
this through a multi-modal text. Come prepared tomorrow to speak about this.

Urban Everyday
Yesterday you were asked to capture your urban everyday multi-modaly. In your pairs show each other what you captured. Why did you capture

that? Now that we have read and spoken about theories of the everyday, do you think your multi-modal text is still relevant or would you change
it? Why/why not?



Deeper sense of place

GLOBALISATION HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH CREATING INEQUALITIES NOT ONLY ON A GLOBAL
SCALE BUT ALSO WITHIN LOCAL CONTEXTS LIKE CANARY WHARF AND TOWER HAMLETS IN
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LONDON.

1VISITED BOTH AREAS OF LONDON TO EXPERIENCE THE SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

BETWEEN THE TWO:

Figure 2: Tower Hamlets

CANARY WHARF IS SEEN AS ONE OF THE MOST AFFLUENT
AREAS OF LONDON, WITH IT BEING THE CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT OF LONDON (GORDON 2001). CANARY WHARF CAN

BE IDENTIFIED BY ITS ICONIC MODERN ARCHITECTURE,
KNOWN FOR ITS TOWERING SKYSCRAPERS

WHEN WALKING AROUND CANARY WHARF (SEE FIGURE 3) |
COULD REALLY SENSE THE LIVELY ATMOSPHERE, AS | WAS
SURROUNDED BY PROFESSIONALS IN SUITS AND GOING
ABOUT THEIR DAILY ACTIVITIES.

THERE WAS A SENSE OF PURPOSE AND PRODUCTIVITY IN

REFLECTING THE DISTRICT'S STATUS AS A MAJOR
FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS CENTRE (SEE VIDEO 1). THERE
WERE SOUNDS OF THE CONSTANT FLOW OF TRAFFIC AND

THE BUSTLE OF CITY LIFE AND URBAN BUZZ.

Wharf

X

VISITING TOIWWER HANILETS

1wient to visit Tower Hamlicts and recorded things that 1 saw and experienced in Ordenr.
to compare the area with canary whanrf:

Tower Hamlets is a very culturally diverse borough with a
vibrant mix of different ethnicities, languages, and cultural
backgrounds.

There is a high community spirit with several youth clubs,
parks, and recreational areas.

As seen in Figure 4 much of the infrastructure is council

housing.

Figure 4: Image of Cyprus Street Estate sign, Tower
Hamlets

Figure 5: Image of Cyprus Street Estate, Tower Hamlets

Figure 6: View of Canary Wharf from Cyprus
Street Estate, Tower Hamlets

EXCLUSION FROM
EMPLOYMENT

As shown in Figure 6, the view of commercial life in Canary
Wharf can be seen clearly from one of the many council
estates in Tower Hamlets. This is something that | found to be
highly ironic, as though in terms of distance, Canary Wharf is
accessible to the residents of Tower Hamlets, in terms of
employment, Canary Wharf offers very limited opportunities.

up markets and allows companies to expand their operations
globally. As a result, companies can seek cheaper labour and
production costs in other countries where wages may be
lower. This can lead to the outsourcing or offshoring of jobs,
leaving fewer employment opportunities for ‘unskiled
workers in local communities.

The impact of the globalisation of the labour market thus
reinforces cycles of poverty and class inequality.

Figure 7 shows an advertisement for Queen Marys University
on a council estate in Tower Hamlets. Again, this was
something that seemed paradoxical with the environment, as
for many of attending university is something that feels
unachievable.

Due to the commercialisation of higher education,
universities across the globe must compete for student
funding. Globalisation has meant that universities can recruit
students from across the world.

This opportunity has meant that many London universities
offer spaces to international students in,of
funding and thus improve their services. This has led to
increased competition between London students for
university spaces.

Many news articles have criticized top universities for using
interational students as ‘cash cows' as they pay higher fees
than UK students, as one-fifth of all Russel group university
spaces go to international pupils (Clark, 2022).

Figure 7: Image of street in Tower Hamlets

ide to current




Deeper sense of place

/ ABOUT MY
URBAN
SEGREGATION o) EVERDAY

e MY STUDENT CLOSE TO
DROM  THE GHERKIN

Aldgate and Aldgate
East underground
station. Based on that, |
can provide some
general insights into
class segregation and its
potential impact on daily
life.

daily life in Aldgate can be described in two words: diverse and segregated. First, the
urban changes in East London have affected my daily experience as a resident in
various ways. My development brings benefits and challenges with its new housing,
commercial space, and cultural amenities. Since many students have chosen to rent in
the student housing where I currently reside because of UCL's new campus in East
London, the economic opportunities brought about by the influx of students have led

to the upgrading and improvement of residential facilities.



Deeper sense of agency

® Everyday: As a University student
After discussing how to understand the global city through the lens of towering
architecture, let us go back to the ground level and look at the city we live in through the
lens of 'Everyday'. For a university student like me often encompasses the seemingly
mundane things like waking up, going to school, eating and going home. A new day is a
replica of yesterday, which may initially sound boring. However, if we understand
'Everyday' from the perspective of the theorist de Certeau, we can see that everyday life s,

in fact, full of interest.
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Deeper sense of agency

Introduction

Students have been coined as the “invisible population” (Antonio Russo & Leo Van Den
Berg., 2004). | argue against this notion, firstly because the “total number of HE (higher
education) students stood at 2,751,865 in 2020/21, an increase of 9% from 2019/20” (HESA.,
2023) and 679,970 in London alone (Admin., 2023), therefore, the student population is a
significant community in London. Secondly, because | identify as a student, engage in
student behaviour, and feel passionate about the role students play in shaping urban
geography and the everyday. This will be discussed through interconnected subthemes,
proposing students are essential for the preservation and continued development of London,

supported by multimodal evidence.

The importance of community

As a hockey player, flat-mate, course-mate and a UCL student | am a part of a collection of sub-communities in
a larger student community. Communities give students the power to morph and shape London against those
who have greater economic and political power. This brings up the question who has the power: students, or
larger organisations? Does a student community bring back the power away from top down, and influence
distribution, allocation, exercise of power and conflicts? Urban geography can also explore the relationship
between mass consumption and community, influencing power dynamics. The rise of consumer culture in cities
has influenced social interactions and the formation of communities. The consumption and utilisation of goods
and services, such as shopping, entertainment, and leisure activities, can foster a sense of belonging and
shared experiences among students. Therefore, students as an economic agent must be explored, to

investigate who has the power to shape the fabric of urban contexts through consumption and other behaviour.

COMMUNITY

Arthur tattersall house flat

Sports society

What communities am | a part

Figure 10
UCL community

Course community

12



Experimenting affordances of different modalities

The texture of a city through sound
(Press play)
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~
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Figure 11: four sound locations around UCL

Figure 7: under ground &
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® Global City

Figure 1 City 2022 rank 2021 rank A 2021-2022

Top 10 inthe 2022

Global Cities Index New York 1 1 -
Paris 3 3 -
Tokyo 4 4 -

jjin 5 6 +1)

Los Angeles 6 5 -1
Chicago 7 8 +1
Melbourne 8 12 +4
Singapore 9 9 —
Hong Kong 10 7 -3

Source: Kearnev 2022 Global Cities Report(KERNEY, 2022)
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Message from students at 109 Camden Road'

While you may have the right to submit a noise oorﬁplalnt between
23:00-03:00 on Friday and Saturday nights?,

it not n that !

Figure 6: [ — We are all 1! year students in this hall - that means that the marks we
L % attain this year contribute littie or nothin r
X Today Spent £1.75 graduation. 1! year is meant to be enjoyed, and simply submitting a noise
h istory complaint because you have nothing to do in the weekends really disrupts
29 Bus Journey £1.75 this potential for enjoyment. Instead, consider the following:

- if you are studying during these hours, do so on campus or in a quieter
part of the complex, or

- if you are thinking of sleeping, just go out and enjoy the night with your
riends!
Yesterday Spent £1.75 i
If, however, you are so tired that you must sleep at these times, try to ignore
e £1.75 the no_lse — Camden Road is noisy enough as is, so what difference does it
| hmaks if people are conversing or listening to music at a normal volume in
alls?
Topped up +£30.00 | . 2
Nonetheless, in case the noise does get too excessive and would cause
. severe dlsv_upnon 1o your quality of life, then please do complain. We take
art balance -£| no issue with such poor and unmoderated behaviour, and it should of
course be shunned. However, if you wish to disrupt what most students
o Wwould regard as a reasonable enjoyment of a night at 109 Camden Road,
17 May Spent £1 We are very sad to have our nights ruined, so please do bear this in mlnd'
29 Bus Journey £1.75 :

These are s'—mﬂ%
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hi a for all our sakes that ke this int - e(f;ee
e f00s THIS MESSAGE HAS NOT BEEN ENDORSED

SIFY \Je \}\) Vh“ﬁ
e

16 May Spent£175 e
ssage is not inlended as vandalism or harassment Nt ded,
Regulations 17 and 40 of the UGL Accommodation Genral ey, 1498t of group pgy-
29 8us 0 £1.75 Tegulations”) s simply a polte non-binding expression ragreci oS (10 “Ganeral

residents of 109 Camden Road. If this message senting the opinions.
of students or bye-laws that are in place ,".',';'fg reaches any relovant Oﬁnmo’ e

Start balance £1.80 yaoved by a person with to . itmay of course
You reserve this right i fine with R b8

do so,
complance wih Regulaton 17 of the Hegumerc " CoNe"al Fegulations to ensure
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Examples of Globalization

Globalization creates « dialectic relationship (Simonis, 2014) between local and global. On this
page, Guangzhou and London are taken as examples to illustrate how globalization works between
two countries in a specific city.

U

1. Intemational student -> as an interational student, globalization makes more students are able to
study abroad. As far as | know, in BA Ed there are 20 students from Gi
top of that, there are more than 200

me feel like home is not far from me.

International brand > Before I came to the UK, 1 didrit know Jo Malone and Burberry were British
brands. T have only seen these two brands in shopping malls in Guangzhou. When my friend and [
were walking on Oxford Street, and my friend told me that Jo Malon and Burberry are the most

famous local luxury brands, I realized that Jo Malone and Burberry were imported from the United
Guan
ish cuisine >

Ki

hou.
ish & chips is what I knew when I was studying E
isthe most famous dish in the UK. I had brunch in Guangzhou before, but I thou
European countries. However, after I came to the UK, local friends explained to
originated in England.

GUANGZHO
wop3ury| pajun

Oaw e

Figure 9:asketch W |
of how | saw the ~~—_ \/\#L'-
girl in UCL T-shirt A\

Birkbeck, Uni
of L

=)

Campus
Yoga Society

their civil rights. 'Strategies', on the other hand, are dominant frameworks used by
dominant institutions to ensure efficiency and cost savings (Mark, 2005). I have found
S 15min ¥ o § similar 'rebellious' behaviour in my own daily life. For
example, during the week, when I wake up early to go to
school, I am supposed to walk from the accommodation I
live to University College London (UCL) following the
path shown in Fig 11. Logically, since there are fewer
vehicles and pedestrians on this route, the time it takes to
cross the road should also be relatively short. It should be
the most time-saving and efficient method. In practice,

however, I usually

choose the route in Fig 12 for most of the week (3-4
days). I do not want to follow the optimal path which
Google Maps has planned for me. I prefer to watch the
morning pedestrians on the road, the cars coming and
going, and sometimes even stop to get a coffee before
heading to school. These seemingly small changes are, in

fact, a personal rebellion against the 'optimal choices'

offered by the dominant institutions in my daily life.

Figure 12. The route | usually choose

Through this example, we can see that while the architectural styles and landscapes of
cities may be becoming increasingly homogeneous in the process of globalisation, the
everyday life of each inhabitant is still full of individuality and resistance. From this

perspective, each day in a global city remains unique and full of infinite possibilities.



DEFINING A CITY.

Expression of uniqueness

DEFINING A CITY

. Beautiful These are just some
of the things which However, e
beyond this and is much more complex. In fact, it can be avgued that the concept of ‘cities’ does not elude a precise.
definition due to its complexity and its varying nature (Hubbard, 2017).

Over the years, it has become increasingly difficult to distinguish
between ‘the urban’ and ‘the rural’ (Amin & Thrift, 2002). Alarge

whether it be through transport systems or broader transnational
connections. Cities are not confined to their spatial boundaries
and may have associations and interactions which connect them
across the world (Latham et al, 2009). The general
conceptualisation of a ity includes large populations, wide ranges
of activity, different people coexisting, and levels of power and
Onthe
other hand, traditionally within England, cities are classified upon
the presence or absence of a cathedral within their geographical
confines. Considering my own conceptualisation using my own city
(as shown n Figure 1 and 2),a city i a fast-paced busy area filled
with a variety of cultures, activities, and stories. Therefore, the
definition of a city is very complex, iffering from one individual to
another.

with
xamplaz n tha UK including London, Birmingharm, and Manchsster.

Rel very.

the other (Brennan & Cochrans, 2019). The cty can play an important rols

there and
by a range offactors including the costof g, services provided and types.

of For examle,

Itbach, 2021). My choice

of London from
Primrose hill

Figure 3
the front of
the IOE

department
within UCL.

UCL s located within central London, Figure 3 shows
the IOE dapartment in which | attend most of my
Iectures and seminars. Various departments as such

e "

| the entirety of e
is widely racognised as a global university dus to its
o v sczommodse o ent preferncs. On thecter P —"—

R T B T A
landomers and employers within cites. Furthermore, they indirectly
benefit publc servces and local businesses by attracting more individuals
o the city, particlarly studants who are large consumers of cultural and

Iy, university

019),

changes to local snvironment.

UCL

diversa and multicultural campus taking in many
internationsl students every year [predominantly from

includ the vibrancy of central London, its reputation
a2 an educationsl institution and the greater
credentialz presanted by the degrees. Additionally, UCL
eaqually shows importance on atracting ts home/local
studants, Central London's dversity and flinass,
alongsida UCL's acadamic and global reputation
attracted me to come and study here

The Concept of Global Branding

Global branding is a marketing tool to showcase.

The Brand

the organisation's identity that purposefully

targets the global consumers' desires.

LONDON'S GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

e Ao car
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It is hard to define what is and what is not a city. It c
see as a human settlement with a large population size,
characterized by a high population density, an administrative
system, economic and social infrastructure, which suppor
multiple activities and services (United
Furthermore, Amin and Thrift defined cities in tree aspects
concentration of population, things, institution and
architectural forms; the heterogeneity of life the
in close proximity; and their siting of various networks of

nmunication and flow across and by

In summary and my personal
is a spatial existence that contains

rge concentration, high level of consumption, a place tha

people live in close proximity, a centre of innovation and
creativity. Figure 3 shows an example of a global city
London, as you can see ther density of buildings

and some buildings are either in renovation or being bu

Defining the city

34000, (Y (-1 #4l WHAT IS A GLOBAL
— cITy?

+ Before the idea of a ‘global ity can he defined, we must first explaln what a
o

However, a few characteristics
can be spotted from the figure,
first is the lack of greens in the
picture, second is the tight space

+ THE IDEA OF ‘GLOBAL CITIES' IS A TERM FIRST COINED BY SASKIR SASSEN
(1996). IN HER VIEW, CITIES ARE KEV LOCI WITHIN GLOBAL NETWORKS,
WHEREBY A GLOBAL CITY IS ONE WHICH SERVES AS A KEV NODE IN SAID
CLOBAL ECONOMIC NETWORK. IT IS A CITY THAT PLAVS A SIGNIFICANT

$\
e |

- Glonal cities are catest <
in between buildings, displaying International w-mu ana  fina having  extensive
allowing:
a crowdy atmosphere which may for cmn-l:mltu. luln: sites of production and providing markets q%
. . 54 e B0 S oot e for production to he u““:.-:: 1 50k, e woil ae often Penowned 2
bring effects on people’s mental e classifica . —pd

health. The lack of greens is what

s

‘ the topic of city and nature. T
want to know about the
influences of cities on the natural
environment, and I also want to
see the potential benefits of
incorporating nature into the city,
and the effects of the existing

The city is everywhere and everything (Amin & Thrift, 2002, p.1)

The historical evolution of the definition of a city
has resulted in an understanding of contemporary
cities that is radically distinet from that of the past]

frans-urban and transiationl m ;mm

th
iy citie

mu v/, MJ uuﬂ

y:
ics of con

‘As a global metzopolis, London possesses a
‘number of distinctive benefits that support its
position as a creative ci

| think that cities are more densely populated than rural areas and
towns. High-rise structures, subways, and airports are city
identifiers. There are busy traffic and the flow of people. Cities are
places where politics, economy, and culture are highly concentrated.
Cities contain almost no natural landscape, and even parks are
meticulously planned. Ultimately, cities are distinct from the

1- The idea of a city first came into my mind when I was litle; there was a game called SimCity, where you get to be
the mayor and develop your city with infrastructures essential for the lives of millions of citizens. The idea of the city

Most cities indeed have "big sky scrappers'

owever, the literature I've read did have other definitions for "city."

ts, and Fac
Cited from Hubbard (2017), R. Davis (1973 1) defines the city as ‘concentrations of many people located close
together for residential and productive purposes'; based on similar definitions of cities cited in different sources,
Hubbard (2017) argued that we should not define a city solely based on the of the sheer sizes (Infrastructure, scale,
populations) of the habitat, as towns and villags concentration of populations
Therefore, another eritical factor of a ity is that its presence can b ting various aspects of
‘modem life, and it is also noted that cities possess * nlu|n etk of escio (Ain & Thrifi, 2002, p. 2). The
Urbanized world is through metropolitan areas networks; as a result, although
towns, villages, and the countryside may retain s distntion fom the city e boundaies re increingly
blurred. Therefore, a city’s footprints will extend into these areas through city commuting, tourism, teleworking, and
‘media consumption, allowing suburb towns to adopt an urbanized lifestyle. Furthermore, cited by Amin and Thrift
(2002), Steve Pill (1999) identifies cities as the density of population, institutions, and architectural forms.

‘may also have a la

i then simplified to me as "big skyserapers" or "Countless apartment buildings" and ultimately "a place for everyone."

‘natural elements within the city.

Figure 1: Author, View of the City of London from The Oueens
Walk, 2023

"The place called London, for example, has been fashioned and refashioned through commentaries, recollections
memories and erasures, and in a variety of media - monumental, official and vernacular; newspapers and magazines,
guides and maps, photographs, films, newsreels and novels, sireet-level comversations and tales."

- Amin and Thrift (2002)

3- Following up on the argument, Amin and Thrift (2002)
have given a clever example of how London possesses the
characteristic of a global metropolis; they also mentioned
itas the "signature of an empire,” filled with crowded
streets, art galleries, and people worldwide. In cont

cview,a ity ik London could be
measured and studied from its impact on architeeture
history, the fie of citizens, and culture; these aspeets will
be further explored and defined in later slides

HEATHROW AIRPORT
Globalisation s the ‘widening, deepening,
and speeding up of global
interconnectedness” (Falconbridge &
Beaverstock, 2009, pp.331). Freidmann
(1986) coined the World Cities Hypothesis,
which is used to explain the new
interational division of labour. By his

hypoth

globalisation is viewed throug
the lenses of the economy. Globalisation
plays a crucial to the transition of the role
of London to be an international economic
and finance centre. More than a fifth of the
Fortune Global 500 companies had located
in London (Bosetti & Brown, 2019). For
example, the Royal Dutch Shell, HSBC and
Amazon. This is because London fulfils the
needs of a local-based and integrated
Tocation for the global economy (Robinson,
2008). It has a

-
HSBCHQ
favourable time zone for tradings
between Tokyo and the United State, as
well as having good transport networks
with other countries. Therefore,
‘globalisation enhances a local-global link
for cities. London takes a leading role in
the process of globs

ion. They not
‘only maintain and develop more global
networks but also hold the power as a
ccontrol hub (Sassen, 2005). For example,
the London Stock Exchange now holds
the most intemational exchanges in the
world (London: Open to the world,
2021), Heathrow airport is the largest
airport in Europe and the seven busiest
airports in the world. Nevertheless, these
‘economic activities are not beneficial to
all. Indeed London has benefited from
being the

GLOBALISATION _ALD

THE WORLED CITIES

premier financial hub, but globalisation
caused greater polarisation in society.
have noticed London has more homeless
people compared to any of the cities I
lived in before in the UK and China. In
the evenings, they are sleeping in tents on
the Tottenham Court road. Between 2019
and 2020, there are 10.72 thousand
homeless people in London with 72%
aged between 18 and 55, many of them
are seeking jobs (Clark, 2022). Despite,
people always say the great employment

opportunities in London, these

opportunities seem only open to the elites
and exclude many of the people who
originally live in London. Hence, one of
the downsides of globalisation, it leads

the world cities to become increasingly

gli many

local citizens behind. Therefore, It is.
suggested that the world
experiencing a structural change
(Freidmann, 1986). London reflects the
change by developing the Canary Wharf
area and becoming a focal point for

s are

interna

jonal transport. Nonetheless, the
world cities hypothesis heavily emphasises
economic performance but undervalues
other aspects of cities.

TOTTENHAM COURT RoAD

Image 5 - Rush hour pltform

trorm outside of

THE CONCEPT OF THE EVERY

of the everyday
one which | found particularly
interesting, given that it
hiny

/es our daily routines v
M city life (Jayr
Thi:

form
g, whicl hoin my case
involves the underground. ‘Image

hich large volumes
nmute into Central
ort - at
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highlighting ~ the

Ir
Spect of city livin
peak times she

pattern and timetable
times. It is also valuable to note

countryside and towns.

CONTINUOUS EVOLUTIONS OF CITY DEFINITION

The world's earliest cities may have been 9,000 years
old. However, in most capitalist countries, cities deve-
loped in the context of the high concentration of the
means of production and workforce triggered by the
Industrial jon. Since then, have
tried to understand cities from a sociological
perspective.

HINT: Do you Know

Post-colonial ~ urbanism  criticises the general
understanding of cities and begins to rethink the
meaning of urbanism and the role, function, and form
of cities, emphasising the complexity and diversity of
cities (Robinson, 2002). Despite the acknowledged
difficulty and complexity of defining a city, as
urbanists have noted that “The city is everywhere and
everything” (Amin & Thrift, 2002, p. 1), efforts are
still made to offer novel insights into comprehending
urban environments.

Historical evolutions for the
understanding of city definition

= Neoclassical]
Architec

3- See Figure 3, the work of Giovanni Panini, Neoclassical a Roman
norms, The layoutbulding planand fcad ESr et
elationship d 1y, And see Figures 4 and 5. The

semiircular dome is commonly used as the center of the bui
compositions are encouraged for their unity and stabilty. Prof

2. and horizontal and vertical three-scction facade
onl etionstips s i Lo archies moelig. ud

e the ot proporion betweenparts nd the whole .)mmmm.muu e e
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ayle buildings.
See Figure 7; propor
design, simp lines, and classical really
Eomiions cai d into this into an art portfolio

2-Gorgian's large windows
allow for natural light and

making Georgian-style
buildings my second
favorite type of
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understanding of research methodologies and empirical data

Student mirrors research approach of Suzanne Hall who walks the
breadth of Rye Street Peckham to understand the social and
economic practices that result from transnational urbanism

Like Hall, I analysed a local street that in my opinion best demonstrates transnational urbanism:

The transnational economy of Green Street is rooted in its ability to cater to the needs of various diaspora Student analyses meaning of key concept and then

communities. Hall's concept of "ordinary streets" emphasises the role of such spaces in enabling migrants to create applies it to context they are familiar with together

a sense of home and belonging within the city. On Green Street, businesses owned by entrepreneurs from diverse with explanation and elaboration

backgrounds actively engage with the transnational flows of people, goods, and ideas. Through the provision of The street is home to a plethora of

South Asian fashion shops. These
South Asian fashion shops on Green
the economic vitality of the street. SUCCEII R B B
spaces; they serve as a cultural
hotspot that celebrates the rich
sartorial heritage of South Asia.
These shops showcase a vast range of
traditional and fusion garments that
South Asian Fashion reflect the diverse fashion of the

goods, services, and cultural experiences that resonate with their customers' origins, these businesses contribute to

Figure 4 — Mural ‘Nirala’ in front of Upton Park Station

Figure 5 — Bridal shop on Green Street

Figure 3 — East Shopping Centre. Green Street, Upton Park South Asian dlaspora. These
establishments cater to the cultural

and religious needs of the South
Asian community, allowing customers
to find garments that reflect their

cultural roots. Beyond the offerings

on display, South Asian fashion shops

on Green Street provide a sense of

community and cultural connection.

They act as gathering spaces where Student analyses the relevance of
individuals from the South Asian . .
community can come together and these places and spaces in relation
engage in conversations about culture to the concept they have been

and traditions. These shops often

host events, fashion shows, and trunk Working with and draws out both
shows, further fostering a sense of .
local and global understandings

>

Student takes images of places and spaces to represent the concept they are belonging and cultural pride.
q q The impact s so great, the street has
unpacklng and explormg held the title of ‘Little India’ by locals

and the community.



understanding of research methodologies and empirical data

Green Street

Like Hall, I analysed a local street that in my opinion best demonstrates transnational urbanism: Green Street,
Upton Park. Originally a street symbolised by football hooliganism due to being the previous historic home of West
Ham United F.C, as seen in the eponymous 2005 film ‘Green Street’, over time the street transformed into one of

the best examples of transnational economy.

The transnational economy of Green Street is rooted in its ability to cater to the needs of various diaspora
communities. Hall's concept of "ordinary streets" emphasises the role of such spaces in enabling migrants to create
a sense of home and belonging within the city. On Green Street, businesses owned by entrepreneurs from diverse
backgrounds actively engage with the transnational flows of people, goods, and ideas. Through the provision of
goods, services, and cultural experiences that resonate with their customers' origins, these businesses contribute to

the economic vitality of the street.

Queen’s Market Upton Park

Figure 1~ Queen’s Market

As seen in Figures 1 and 2, Queen'’s Market stands as a

f a shared ional space that brings
together the Afro-Caribbean and South Asian communities.
Queen’s Market stands as a remarkable example of a shared
transnational space that brings together the Afro-Caribbean and
South Asian communities. The market serves as a hub where
these two cultural groups i and
to the dynamic transnational economy of the area, with Afro-
Caribbean beauty shops and supermarkets and halal butchers
and fresh produce vendors.

South Asian Fashion

Figure 3 — East Shopping Centre. Green Street, Upton Park

The street is home to a plethora of
South Asian fashion shops. These
South Asian fashion shops on Green
Street are more than just retail
spaces; they serve as a cultural
hotspot that celebrates the rich
sartorial heritage of South Asia.
These shops showcase a vast range of
traditional and fusion garments that
reflect the diverse fashion of the
South Asian diaspora. These
establishments cater to the cultural
and religious needs of the South
Asian community, allowing customers
to find garments that reflect their
cultural roots. Beyond the offerings
on display, South Asian fashion shops
on Green Street provide a sense of
community and cultural connection.
They act as gathering spaces where
individuals from the South Asian
community can come together and
engage in conversations about culture
and traditions. These shops often
host events, fashion shows, and trunk
shows, further fostering a sense of
belonging and cultural pride.

The impact is so great, the street has
held the title of ‘Little India’ by locals
and the community.




Deeper engagement

process highlights... student’s active engagement with semiotic resources available to them at a particular
moment in a specific socio-cultural context (Kress 2010)

‘design’ and ‘principles of composition’ become foregrounded (Bezemer and Kress, 2008)

how and why students choose to represent from a range of options points to notion of design: the process of
giving shape to the interests of the sign-maker for an assumed audience using the available semiotic resources
(Bezemer and Kress 2008: 174)

choices are always expressions of ideology and power — what choices were made and for what purposes?

place a strong emphasis on student ‘interest’ and agency.... “learners as agentive, resourceful and creative
meaning-makers” (Stein and Newfield 2006: 8, in Archer, 2012: 115)



Widening participation

Multimodal portfolios:

e expand boundaries of academic literacies making them more inclusive

* help students to develop their ‘voice’ through composition and design

* enable students to realise power and agency in creating their own meaning

» allow students to experiment with more ‘non-traditional’ academic genres

* harness students’ representational and reflective skills and resources

* not simply receivers of knowledge, active in making and production of meaning (Archer, 2012)

* recognise students’ experiences outside university — identities, histories, languages, cultures

e prepare students better for navigating, understanding and critically evaluating the diverse multimodal
world surrounding them that they constantly engage with



How can impact be more meaningful?

Have more space and time to engage with the theories and language around multimodality, so that students are able to
develop a vocabulary and a language and a deeper understanding its potentialities

Co-creating module — assessment, criteria and daily portfolio tasks — to deepen this language and insight but also to
engage in the meta-potentials of these methodologies

One type of assessment that opens a crack for experimentation and empowerment — to ‘widen the crack’ more ‘non-
traditional’/multimodal projects/assessments should be considered

Reflecting on process and task after submission — allowing students to reflect on: agency, positionality, assumptions,
values, how they are transformed by the research (in module, in institution, in the city)

How to support different students’ response to tasks and coursework — some more comfortable, some less confident, out
of comfort zone, some find it scary to move away from written mode

Academic literacies’ in the twenty first century entails being able to navigate multiplicity, to critique representations in
multiple modes, media and genres, and use a range of technologies in composing multimodal texts (Archer 2012: 420).
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