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Outline 
● Why Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)?
● EAP ‘DNA’ and ESD : synergies & strengths
● UNESCO ESD competencies: from knowing to thinking, practicing and 

doing
● Appreciative inquiry workshop
● A Rounder Sense of Purpose - Educator competency framework (Vare, 

2018)



Why 
Education for 
Sustainable 
Development 
(ESD)?

How should – and how can – education and learning be re-thought 
and re-configured to make a significant and central contribution to 

achieving a more sustainable and just world? (Sterling, 2021)

“an educational change agenda allowing us to look critically at how 
the world is and to envision how it might be, supporting learners to 
create and pursue visions of a better world. It outlines the role of HE 
in supporting the knowledge, skills and competencies that students 

and staff develop to contribute to a more sustainable future.

(UNESCO, 2019)
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https://www.sustainableeducation.co.uk/


From the 
‘what’ to the 
‘how’ and 
‘why’  

Education for sustainable 
development, not merely 
knowledge of sustainable 

development.

‘Ways of thinking, practicing and 
being to empower learners to take 
informed decisions and responsible 
actions for environmental integrity, 

economic viability and a just society’. 
(UNESCO, 2019)



EAP & ESD 
DNA

● Learner-centred, communicative and critical thinking 
competencies (e.g. cultural competence building & soft skills 
and academic skills development)

● Interdisciplinarity of EAP student profiles/courses 
● Collaborative, active, reflective learning
● Learning through error - Growth mindset 



UNESCO ESD 
COMPETENCIES

(2017)

Schematic illustration of the UNESCO key competencies framework: Rosen et al., 2019

‘Ways of thinking, practicing and being’  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344337971_Mapping_the_CDIO_Syllabus_to_the_UNESCO_Key_Competencies_for_Sustainability
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XzAOGfsswLevAZdgihENhljdAmWjpxj5/view


Over to you!
Appreciative 
Inquiry

● Read through competency outlines
● Discuss the least and most challenging for teaching & learning
● Share tips and challenges & examples of practice

12-15 minutes



Feedback 
plenary

Which competencies were most/least challenging?

Any examples of good practice/challenges/tips to share?

What would you like to explore further?



Educator 
competencies: 
‘A Rounder 
Sense of 
Purpose’

Link to RSOP Website

https://aroundersenseofpurpose.eu/
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