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UK context 

The UK Government’s new International Educational Strategy
(March 2019)

“The strategy sets out an ambition to grow the total number of international students during the year to 
600,000 and generate £35 billion through education exports by 2030 – a rise of 75%.”

(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plans-to-boost-international-student-numbers-and-income)

“I strongly welcome the publication of this strategy as a signal of a change in direction. I particularly 
welcome the ambitious target to grow the number of international students to 600,000 by 2030 which 
sends a strong message of welcome.”

(Professor Dame Janet Beer, President of Universities UK)

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plans-to-boost-international-student-numbers-and-income


Central European context 

Steadily rising applicant 
numbers over the years

Total annual enrolments 
from the four CEE countries
2014/15 14,930
2017/18 21,465

70% increase over a period 
of four years 0
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(https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis/students/where-from)



Euroexam
International

Established in 2000
High-stakes English and German language exams
Network of 105+ testing centres



Euroexam
International

Population profile

• 74% of test takers aged between 16 and 22
• 12,000 candidates taking exams at B2 & C1 levels

for HE application purposes annually

All tests aligned with the CEFR



The survey

The rationale

• reason for the continual rise in enrolments

• applicants’ motivations

• perceived strengths as applicants and principal challenges

• any differences between how applicants and CEE students 
already studying at a UK university view these issues

• applicants’ EFL teachers’ opinion about their students’ 
strengths and challenges



Basic information

• 3 groups:
(i) students headed to a UK university
(ii) students already studying there
(iii) EFL teachers

• Total no. of participants: 493
• Countries: HU, PL, CZ, RS, SK, DE, RO, RU
• 29 receiving universities

Main survey sections:
• Motivation
• Assessment of preparedness
• Academic and language skills

The survey



Motivation

Q: What are/were the two most important factors that have affected your decision to study in the UK?

Students already studying in the UKStudents headed to the UK



Motivation

Q: What are/were the two most important factors that have affected your choice of university?

Students headed to the UK Students already studying in the UK



Self-assessment of preparedness

Students headed to the UK

I FEEL VERY 
UNPREPARED

I FEEL A LITTLE 
UNPREPARED

I DON'T KNOW / NOT 
APPLICABLE

I FEEL SOMEWHAT 
PREPARED

I FEEL VERY 
PREPARED

Academic essay writing 5% 27% 5% 49% 14%

Individual study skills 0% 10% 8% 48% 34%

Critical thinking skills 0% 9% 7% 44% 40%

Presentation skills 1% 23% 6% 38% 32%

Research skills 0% 10% 11% 53% 26%

Debating skills 4% 20% 15% 40% 22%

Subject knowledge 1% 13% 15% 44% 27%



In summary

Confident about sufficient subject knowledge
✓ 79% accepted students
✓ 70% applicants

I am/was prepared academically*
✘ 43% accepted students
✘ 23% applicants

*Critical thinking, academic writing, debating, research skills, presentation skills



Preparation: how and what help is/was available?

Students headed to the UK Students already studying in the UK



Teachers’ assessment of students’ preparedness

THEY ARE QUITE 
UNPREPARED

THEY ARE 
SOMEWHAT 
PREPARED

THEY ARE VERY WELL 
PREPARED I DO NOT KNOW

Academic essay writing 16% 50% 32% 2%

Individual study skills 2% 35% 61% 2%

Critical thinking skills 7% 46% 42% 5%

Presentation skills 7% 46% 48% 0%

Research skills 22% 48% 24% 6%

Debating skills 15% 57% 24% 4%

Subject knowledge 2% 24% 71% 3%



Intended Learning 
Outcomes

Reading

• comprehend complex written texts in an educational 
context for a non-specialist audience

• analyse the structure of complex texts
• understand finer shades of meaning and implied 

meaning
• develop effective strategies to approach written texts in 

extensive and intensive reading scenarios



Intended Learning 
Outcomes

Listening

• understand extended speech in a formal setting, e.g. a 
university lecture

• follow a complex line of argument
• makes effective notes that are useful in reconstructing 

the main points of a talk or lecture



Intended Learning 
Outcomes

Writing

• create a draft that helps the writer produce a well-
structured text

• produce an effective written piece with a transactional 
or discursive purpose in an educational context

• write in different genres and apply communicative 
functions



Intended Learning 
Outcomes

Speaking

• plan and deliver a well-structured presentation on a 
thesis statement

• demonstrate awareness of metalinguistic delivery 
features

• apply a range of linguistic elements to initiate and 
maintain a balanced discussion of a topic



Thematic composition
A general educational context, with an appropriate balance of 
three major fields of study:
• humanities and social science
• natural science
• business studies and economics

Communication contexts
Communicative situations that appear in the test bear certain 
fundamental similarities in all university courses:

• communication that is established as part of the learning 
process, such as seminar presentations, making lecture notes 
or writing an essay for a home assignment

• communication that is indirectly connected to the learning 
process, such as a meeting about the design of a conference 
poster or an email to a tutor about the assessment 
requirements of a certain module

Euroexam Academic



Reading

Factfile
Time: 50 minutes
Items: 20

Tasks
• Paragraph Headings (1-6)
• Text Completion (7-14)
• Multiple-Choice Reading (15-

20)

Understand / appreciate
… distinctions in style, opinion 
and implied meaning
… intra- and intertextual 
references
… features of text organisation

Text parts removed:
(i) topic sentence
(ii) paragraph closing
sentence,
(iii) summary
(iv) exemplification
(v) anaphoric reference, 
(vi) cataphoric
reference,
(vii) developing an idea, 
(viii) emphasising a point, 
(ix) expressing sequence,
(x) opinion,
(xi) contrast,
(xii) cause and effect.



Listening

Factfile
Time: ca. 40 minutes
Items: 25

Tasks
• Short Conversations (1-8)
• Lecture Notes (9-17)
• Academic Meeting (18-25)

Understand
… extended speech where 
information and relationships are 
sometimes only implied

Follow
…discourse and infer information 
not explicitly stated

Text features:
(i) single extended monologue,
(ii) redundant and distracting 
information included,
(iii) dense, factual information
(iv) clear signposting of required 
information.



Writing

Factfile
Time: 60 minutes
Items: 6 scale items for each task

Tasks
• Transactional email
• Discursive writing: discussion 

essay

Write
… in a semi-formal / formal 
context
… in different genres and 
applying different communicative 
functions

Rating scale criteria:
(i) Task Achievement,
(ii) Appropriacy,
(iii) Coherence,
(iv) Cohesion,
(v) Grammatical Range and 
Accuracy
(vi) Lexical Range and Accuracy



Speaking

Factfile
Time: 10 + 15 minutes
Format: paired exam

Tasks
• Interview (intro warm-up)
• Presentation & Discussion
• Transactional discussion

Present
… and engage in a discussion of 
the presented topic

Negotiate
… to reach a mutually acceptable 
outcome

Operational verbs:
(i) modes of communication: 
negotiate,
(ii) modes of characterisation: 
define,
(ii) explaining a position: 
elaborate,
(iii) deliberative activity: 
challenge,
(iv) performing an analysis: 
contrast.



Structure

Contact hours: 20 hrs
Independent learning hours: 15 hrs

• Introduction
Raising awareness; mapping existing knowledge and skills to build on 
during the course

• Organisational and structural aspects
• Vocabulary extension
• Skills development
• Production
Integration of reception and production

• Euroexam Academic: focus on test tasks

Teaching modules



Introduction – raising awareness

Fluency 1

Structure
• types of speech structures
• signposting
• fronting
• rhetorical questions

Vocabulary extension
• reporting verbs
• formal – informal word pairs (phrases)
• fillers

Body language

Presentation practice
• peer feedback & self-reflection
• re-do presentation based on above

Managing a discussion
• initiating and turn-taking
• dis/agreeing

Discussion practice
• present / discuss / observe

Speaking module
–

a snapshot



Introduction “It’s all right to have 
butterflies in your 
stomach. Just get them 
to fly in formation.” –
Rob Gilbert



Structure “It usually takes more 
than three weeks to 
prepare a good 
impromptu speech.” –
Mark Twain

evidence

thesis
statement

the
„punchline”

attention
grabber

relevance of 
the

presentation



Body language “What you do, speaks so 
loud that I cannot hear 
what you say.” - Ralph 
Waldo Emerson



Presentation practice “We all need people who 
will give us feedback. 
That’s how we improve.”
– Bill Gates



A survey to explore the context

CEE       UK

Demonstrate 
skills 

– an exam 
Learn & Prepare Closing
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Thank you for your attention

Kristóf Hegedűs

kristof.hegedus@euroexam.org


