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Context is 
(almost) 

everything
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Epistemology is 
(almost) 

everything
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A Pedagogy of Uncertainty which 
necessitates…

an ‘epistemological and ontological 
disturbance in the minds and in the 

being of students’ (Barnett, 2000: 154)

That involves

Resistance, Transformation of Thinking, 
Fear, Confusion, Pain, Embracing 

Failure and the Toleration of Ambiguity
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What do Art students want?

– Speaking

– Listening

– Reading 

– Writing

– Subject-specific Vocabulary
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What do Art tutors want?

– Speaking

– Speaking

– Speaking

– Listening, Reading and Writing 
and Subject-specific Vocabulary
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The Crit
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Student attitudes towards 
the Crit:
– The embarrassment of presenting ‘rubbish’ artwork

– Not understanding what the other students are 
saying

– Shyness

– The other students not ‘getting’ their concept

– The ambiguity of art pedagogy

– Their understanding of Art from their previous 
experience

– And, not having the language to communicate their 
thoughts…
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I am a listener (2018)
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Chaosmos (2011)
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Chaosmos (2011)

Y: Actually, my work is all the process of 
my mind first and doing later so it was 
already finished in my mind and during 
that project I had no thinking doing that 
just sewing, sewing, sewing. That’s all

Y: At the moment I’m not doing any kind 
of work now. I’m just not enough to make 
something now
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Chaosmos (2011)

Y: At the moment, it’s just the process. It’s 
finding my identity so I err look clear I’m 
woman, I am from Asian. I disagree 
with… I try to see [pause] my position in 
the social class… I’m learning from you, 
from Foucault, and that’s the moment I 
can find myself clearly, my identity



For Sale: Genitalia (2018)

https://youtu.be/RxPtrY7NO8Y
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https://youtu.be/RxPtrY7NO8Y


The Death of Marat (2011)
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The Death of Marat (2011)

M: Last Year was Extension degree and we were 

separated with other students. I mean from 

British students so that… so I was feeling like 
being other and at the same time was a bit 
complicated because if we are in a room, I’m for 
you the other but if a Japanese girl were here, 
she is other as well so at the same time you are 

in the system at the same time you are out the 

system which is quite complicated in a way. My 
work was based on it
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An engagement with context and 
the epistemology of Art should 

lead to a shift in identity for both 
the student/artist and the ‘EAP’ 

tutor – and all of this is 
dependent on communication
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Communication
is (almost) 
everything
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Research communication is 
(almost) everything
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https://imperiallondon-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/anorther_ic_ac_uk/Documents/Poster%20Presentations.mp4?csf=1&e=Q3fHCr


Our context

24



Transformation:
science communication
for the whole institution
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Exploration: 
the STEM research context
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Dyson School of Design Engineering: Robot De Niro
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http://www.imperial.ac.uk/robot-intelligence/robots/robot_de_niro/


STEM communication is changing
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Innovation: 
responding to the 

STEM research context
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Innovation: 
our ‘reverse engineering’

approach
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Innovation: collaborating to develop
‘products’ for our STEM research context(s)
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Transformation: 
a new identity
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Becoming integral to the
College’s research output
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https://imperiallondon-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/pchauncy_ic_ac_uk/Documents/Chris%20%20Jackson%20Interview%20forCfAE.mp4?csf=1&e=U537JD
https://imperiallondon-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/pchauncy_ic_ac_uk/Documents/Chris%20%20Jackson%20Interview%20forCfAE.mp4?csf=1&e=U537JD


Exploration: context

Transformation: identity

Innovation: a new paradigm?
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Questions
– Is a context-driven (institution-facing) strategy a 

better way for us (EAP researchers and 
practitioners) to raise our profile and create our 
identity?

– Should we (EAP researchers and practitioners) adjust 
the narrative about who we are in order to safeguard 
the sustainability of our professional future?

– Are we (the EAP community) creating obstacles for 
ourselves in the way we talk about ourselves? To what 
extent do we create our own reality?
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