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Basis of Collabora,on

Learner	characteris:cs	
Pedagogical	implica:ons	
Course	design	





Howe	&	Strauss	(2003):	7	core	traits	of	Millennials		
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Confident
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Misguided	due	
to	over-
involved	
parents	
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Team-oriented
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Like	to	be	in	a	
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like	working	
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Collabora:ve	
learning	
Use	ac:ve	
learning	
strategies	eg.	
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forum,	
reflec:on	
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Conven,onal
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Like	to	have	
everyone	get	
along	with	
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opportuni:es	
to	exercise	
reciprocity	
and	
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Im
pl
ic
a:

on
	o
n	
co
ur
se
	d
es
ig
n	

Rules	
Interac:vity		



Pressured

Le
ar
ne

r	c
ha
ra
ct
er
is:

cs
	

Over-
programmed	
Mul:-tasking	

Pe
da
go
gi
ca
l	i
m
pl
ic
a:

on
	

Teach	:me	
management	
skills	
Staying	focused	
Cri:cal	thinking	
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Achieving
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learning	styles	
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Teaching the Millennials


• Collabora:ng	
• Connec:ng	
• Crea:ng	social	change		Preferences	

• Coopera:on	
• Diversity	and	cross-cultural	interac:on	
• Knowledge	crea:on	
• Ac:ve	engagement	

Principles	



Nature of Collabora,on

Macro	
Micro	



Here’s how it all started …


Ministry	of	
Educa:on	

SMU 		 NUS	 NTU	 SUTD	 SIT	 UNISIM	

CommiDee	of	
IT-enabled	
Learning	

MACRO	
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Macro perspec,ve


Collabora:on	to	
pool	resources	

Bridging	the	
gap	for	a	
common	

playing	field	



Singapore	
Management	
University	

CTE 		 IITS	 INSTRUCTORS	 STUDENT	

VIRTUAL	
COMMUNITY	

STUDENTS	

Centre	for	
English	

Communica:on	

MICRO	



Collabora,ons 


Instructor	-	Student	

Instructor	

Student		

collabora:on	

Student	-	Others	

Student	

Virtual	
community	

collabora:on	



What was the basis? Micro perspec,ve


Na:onwide	Ini:a:ve	
on		Emergency	
Preparedness	for	

Teaching	&	Learning	

University-wide	
Ini:a:ve	on	Blended	

Learning	



CURRICULUM	
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Programme in Wri,ng & Reasoning: Skills 

Cr
i:
qu

e	
Close	reading	
Annota:on	
Cri:cal	analysis	and	
evalua:on	
Argument	analysis		
CraJing	thesis	
statements	

Sy
nt
he

sis
	

Synthesis		
Audience	analysis	
CraJing	posi:on	
statements	
Trend	analysis	
Structuring	and	
organising	
arguments	
Evalua:ng	sources	
Incorpora:ng	
sources	

Ar
gu
m
en

ta
:o

n	

Building	an	
argument	
Wri:ng	an	
argument	
Audience	analysis	
Using	visuals	
Using	appropriate	
tone	and	register	
Formaang	the	
report	
Language	of	
analy:cal	reports	
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Primer	

Take	a	Stand	

Make	a	Claim	

Know	Your	Purpose	and	Audience	

Organise	Your	Thoughts	

Keep	it	Short	and	Simple	

PWR	

Cri:que	

Synthesis	

Argumenta:on	



Outcome of Collabora,on

Good	Wri:ng:	What	&	How	





Ways to improve the e-learning course

Criteria	 Pilot	–	Feb	2016	 Term	1	–	Aug	2016	 Term	2	–	Jan	2017	

Content	 ü	

Learning	experience	

Interac:vity	 ü	 ü	 ü	

Audio	 ü	 ü	 ü	

Video		 ü	 ü	

Narra:on	 ü	

Naviga:on	 ü	 ü	

Anima:on	 ü	 ü	

Graphic	–	visuals,	sub:tles,	text	transcript	 ü	 ü	 ü	

Layout		 ü	

Technicality		 ü	 ü	 ü	

Quizzes	 ü	







Quizzes accompanying each unit
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What next?


Grammar	
App		

Simula:on	
game	

Wri:ng	&	
Feedback	

One-stop	
portal	



References


Howe,	W.	&	Strauss,	N.	(2003).	Millennials	Go	to	College:	Strategies	for	a	New	Genera4on	
on	Campus	(2nd	ed).	American	Associa:on	of	Collegiate	Registrars.		
		
Ministry	of	Educa:on,	Singapore	website.	(n.d.).	Compulsory	Educa:on.	
hDps://www.moe.gov.sg/educa:on/educa:on-system/compulsory-educa:on	
		
Ministry	of	Educa:on,	Singapore	website.	(n.d.).	The	Singapore	Educa:onal	Landscape.	
hDps://www.moe.gov.sg/educa9on/landscape	
		
Prensky,	M.	(2001).	Digital	Na:ve,	Digital	Immigrants.	On	the	Horizon,	9	(5),	1-6.	
	
Singapore	Management	University.	(2016).	A	Different	U:	Undergraduate	Prospectus	
2016/17.	Singapore:	Singapore	Management	University.	



34	

norazidaj@smu.edu.sg	

Contact	detail	


