
Don’t do what I say 
Do what I do! 

Nola Dennis 



Learning together 

• Students’ assessed coursework 
• Engage with the students 
• Help them to improve their coursework 

assessment for one module 



Overview 

• Overview of module & coursework 
• What I did 
• Example materials 
• My Reflection 



Module 
• China Partnership Programme students 

(3+1+1) 
• 2 x Credit bearing modules 
• English Language 1 and English Language 2 
• English Language 2 (semester 2) 
• 2015 – 2016 academic year 
• In progress 2016 – 2017 academic year 



Module Coursework 

• 25% 
• A presentation on an aspect of technology  
• 5 -6 minutes 

Individual 
Presentation 

• 25% 
• 1,400 - 1,800 words 

Literature 
Review 



Literature Review and Presentation 



The Problem 

• Module coursework: 
– Changed the coursework (no examples from 

previous years) 
– Guidelines (you think are clear) 
– Students can struggle to follow the guidelines / 

ask a lot of questions / need additional guidance 
– Students want/need to see models of what is 

required 



The Solution 

• Complete the coursework assessment myself 
for the module 

• Helped to develop teaching materials  
• Helped guide the students through the 

process of producing their coursework 



Aims of the Literature review 
• Researching a topic through reading 
• Summarising, paraphrasing, quoting and 

synthesising from a number of sources 
• Analysing the views/arguments of others 
• Writing correctly formatted ‘references’ 
• Writing in appropriate academic style 
• Following layout instructions  
• Proofreading and editing your writing  



Task details 
• Explore chosen topic in depth 
• Overview the main themes associated with your 

chosen technology 
• Focused (narrow the scope).  
• Requires synthesis, analysis and evaluation of the 

sources identified  
• The Literature should have a clear thesis 

statement. 
• Minimum of 3 academic sources 



My process 



Three things happening at the same 
time: 

Write the coursework 

Develop the materials 

Write the coursework guidelines 



Decide on initial 
coursework 

requirements 

Complete the 
coursework: 

Choose topic and 
find sources 

Note-taking: 
synthesis matrix 

Write proposal 
form 

Use notes to write 
assignment 

Use my example 
literature review to 
develop materials 

Tweak coursework 
requirements as 

necessary 

Teach and guide 
students 

Use what learned 
to improve for next 

year 



Medical 
applications 



Narrow down your Topic: 
• What are some  of the uses of robots in health 

care? 
– Robot-assisted surgery 
– Exoskeletons help disabled walk again 
– Robotic nurses or companions for the elderly 
– Carry people and equipment 
– Others  

• Narrow down to a specific use or specific type of 
robotics: 

• Robotic exoskeleton 

 



Some research questions: 
• Robotic exoskeleton: 

– How is it used in health care? More than one 
application?  

– What are the benefits? 
– Are there any drawbacks? 

 



Literature Review and Presentation 



Note taking 



Note-taking: Synthesis Matrix 
 
• Method I used 
• Helps organise Literature Review by themes 
• Made it compulsory for students 
• Hand in and receive feedback 
 



Identify themes 
• Skim read your sources 

to identify common 
themes throughout 

• List your main themes 
down the vertical 
column   

• Look back at your 
brainstorm and 
research questions – 
what did you identify as 
your main focus? 



Identify your main sources 

• List the main sources that you intend to use 
along the top row of the matrix: 

 



Reading and Note-taking 

• As you read your article, 
highlight key information 
that is relevant to your 
literature review themes: 

 



Make notes on your matrix 
Source 

Notes Theme 



Student Example 1 



Student Example 2 



Matrix         Literature Review  



Next step: Writing 
My chosen method: 
• Use notes to write literature review: 

– 1 theme = 1 paragraph 
– Avoid 1 source = 1 paragraph 

• Students encouraged to: 
– cite sources correctly  
– include evaluation & comment (voice) 

 



Materials Developed: Example 
Literature Review 
An overview and analysis 
of the main medical 
applications of robotic 
exoskeletons 

 



Example materials: Students analyse 
my literature review 



Student Analysis 



1 theme = 1 Paragraph  



Overview some key aspects of writing 

• Students brought writing to class 
• Review: 

– Introduction and conclusion 
– Thesis statement 
– Paragraph organisation (claim, evidence, voice) 
– Paraphrasing and summarising 

• Applied to own writing 



Example 

• Identify: 
– Focus 
– Stance 
– Direction 

 
 

Notwithstanding the serious cost implications, the use of exoskeletons for 
medical purposes has significant potential for some of the most vulnerable 
people in society. 

I now know the assignment is going to 
include information about this group of 
people 



Student evaluation of their writing: 



Review of process 

• A method to guide students to analyse their 
own writing 

• You can guide them to best practice (tell them 
your tips / techniques from experience) 

• “Do what I do” – students follow too closely? 
 

 
 



Student Feedback 
“ i just finished my synthesis matrix and it really helped in 
organising ideas from different articles! thank you for 
include it as part of our course!” 
 
“At the beginning of my PhD life, it is essential to do the 
literature review of the research topic and manage the 
materials of papers. During the final year of my 
undergraduate,  I attended the  China Partnership 
Programme English Language modules which gave me 
lots of guidance towards my current PhD studying and 
improved the capacity of my academic English. I would 
like to express my gratitude to my teachers towards their 
professional teaching and kind help.”  
 



Updated Planning and Writing process 
Choose topic 
and identify 

sources 

Topic specific 
reading in class 

Note taking: 
Synthesis 

Matrix 

Submit Outline 
Plan 

Use notes to 
write LR 

Submit 1 
paragraph for 
tutor feedback 

Feedback on 
paragraph  

Use feedback 
to improve 
whole LR 

Submit final 
Literature 

Review 



Civil and Building Engineering 
Make notes on your matrix:  

Page number for 
direct quotations 

Put into own words as 
much as possible: 
summarise & paraphrase 



Reflection 
• Time consuming process 
• Engage with the students 
• More effective guidance 
• “We are in it together” 
What I learned (or remembered): 
• Time needed to find sources and make notes 
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