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Overview



Part 1: The Project



Overall Aim of the Project



Ferguson’s (1997) three areas of knowledge of 
an academic discipline



Disciplinary Academic Language 



The Construct Validity Problem in Academic 
Language Studies



Part 2: Example
Some preliminary work on academic language in the discipline of 

‘Communication Studies’



Communication Studies

• social dimensions

• epistemologies

• discourse and texts



Exploring the Social Dimension of the Field



Ontology and Epistemology



Epistemology and the Discursive 
Dimension



Research of Disinformation: The Sample



The Disinformation Studies: Epistemology



The Articles



The  Social Dimension



How does epistemology shape discourse and 
text?



Assumptions of Positivist Research



Setting out the Case in the Introduction



Closing the Case in the Discussion



Assumptions of Interpretive Research



Setting out the Case in the Introduction



Closing the Case in the Discussion



Some preliminary thoughts so far



to be continued . . . 
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