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Leeds Beckett University 

• University status 1992, origins c.1824

• Approx 23,500 students including c. 4300 international

• City Centre and Headingley Campuses

• 8 schools

• Arts; Built Environment, Engineering & Computing; 

Business; Education; Health; Humanities & Social 

Sciences; Law; Sport



Library Academic Support Team 
• 2018 – Academic Librarians and Skills Tutors 

• Taught UG and PG students

• Librarians, Tutors, Digital Learning Developers

• No Pre-Sessional/Foundation/In-sessional



Our Provision
• Skills for Learning

• Subject-specific resources

• Academic skills modules

• In-curriculum skills support

• Appointments



The International Module: Development 21-22

• Request for support from Senior Management

• Steering Group – academic/professional staff

• Collaboration with Global Village, Careers, Student 
Services, Library Staff and students

• Content – Librarians, Tutors and Designers.



The International Module: Delivery 

• Blended learning: online resources, webinars 
and live sessions

• All international students auto-enrolled

• Engagement stats by course

• Contact via module/email

• Staff also enrolled on module.



The International Module: Engagement and 
Feedback

Academic 
Year

International Module 
users as a % of int. 
students

22-23 62%

23-24 74%

24-25 49.8%

Student feedback has been consistently 
positive, rating the ISAI at 4.75/5 for 
usefulness.

I am actually very impressed with this. I have 
found all sessions there very informative and 
helpful.

25th Jan 24

This module has helped me settle into the 
various requisites of learning in the UK at an 
HE Level. By the time our lectures began, I 
was already ahead of most of my colleagues 
who did not go through this module.

28th Sept 23

Introduction about everything. Good job 
LBU!

25th August 2023



International Module: Reflections

Successes

• Centralisation

• Wellbeing Team request for advice on international student support

• Pre-existing Academic Librarian network

• Centre for Learning & Teaching events

• Academic/Professional staff attending webinars

• Staff enrolment on module.



International Module: Staff Enrolment



International Module: Reflections

Challenges

• “No support for international students”

• Attendance at sessions

• Engagement with the module content

• Timing of webinars.



International In-Curriculum Sessions

• Investigate the academic skills support needs of international students

• New sessions: Academic Writing Success

• Liaison about international support requests with librarians/tutors

• Meetings with academic staff to discuss support/guide/listen.

https://eprints.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/id/eprint/9689/


Case Study
L7 MA Politics and International Relations

3 x 2-hour sessions in dissertation module

1. Formative Writing Task

2. What is effective academic writing?

3. Integrating sources and Academic Honesty



International In-Curriculum Reflections

Successes

• Growing recognition across the university

• Invitations e.g. English Language Panel; PG Community-Building Art project

• EAP and Academic Skills perspectives both useful

• Joined-up approach to academic support requests (e.g. nursing students)

• Barriers to support removed – team approach.



International In-Curriculum Reflections

Challenges

• Unrealistic staff expectations about support

• Reactive Referrals

• 300 staff left July 24

• Limited experience of international students

• Gaps with language support.



Going forwards

• Report outlining challenges and opportunities (Jan 25)

• Engagement with International Module

• Ongoing language and skills issues reported by Academic Schools

Recommendations:

• Review approach to International Module

• Create an advisory group to review and enhance in-course academic skills support



Thank you
Any questions?
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