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A P P R O A C H

• Try out and think about, i.e. Critical Incident 
Analysis (Tripp, 2012); Reflection (Gibbs 1988)

• Three courses where I have tried to integrate 
content into language teaching

• STEM Sustainability Goals

• Analysing Language

• Business Studies

C O N C L U S I O N S

• Don’t fear content

• Build on, but don’t get built on by, the literature (Airey 2016; 
Coyle, 2008)

• Roles in the Production

1. EAP teacher – delivering EGAP or ESAP

2. Educational linguist writing course materials

3. Subject lecturer

4. CLIL teacher

5. Consultant

6. Educationalist

• Learning Objectives and Units of Analysis

• Units of analysis for the materials

1. Course

2. Session

3. Task



English as a 
Foreign Language

English for 
Specific Purposes

English for 
General Academic 

Purposes

English for 
Specific Academic 

Purposes

+ 
Content

ESAP

EGAP

School content syllabus

Sentence level language & vocabulary as needed
CLIL

Structural complexity of texts in post-16 education
EGAP

Specific academic-discipline curriculum

Academic Discourse Communities and Genre
ESAP

How languages are learned

Sentence level language as learned/acquired 
EFL

Functional / structural approach

Sequencing of Learning Objectives
Content

Genre, Register and Lexico-Grammar
ESAP/ESAC



EAP Teacher Materials Writer Subject Lecturer

Education Consultant CLIL Teacher Education Researcher



EAP Design and Delivery

•EGAP language teaching materials – the coursebook 

•Content teaching materials – the textbook

•The tests are carrier content for the EGAP learning objectives

•In using 'authentic' texts learners are engaging with content, but 

are outside a ‘series of activities with content learning objectives’ 

and adapted for language learning activities.

•ESAP language teaching materials = similar but more frustrating



Post-
Graduate 
STEM

• Students streamed by discipline into STEM subject areas
• Continuation, Progression and Top-up Masters
• Language sequenced by EGAP objectives and materials
• Content input on Sustainable Development Goals
• Specific content accessed through student-sourced research reports
• Single set of materials with one assessment



Business 
Studies
• Materials sequenced by Business Studies 

Learning Objectives and coursebook
• Language Learning Objectives sequenced 

by EGAP
• Individual tasks aligned with both sets of 

Learning Objectives
• Two sets of assessment – language and 

content
• Single course written for IFY team



MA TESOL: 
Core and 
Elective

• All students on a modular MA programme
• Embedded literacy materials sequenced by MA 

programme curriculum 
• Language Learning Objectives sequenced to ESAP

o LLOs developed from genre of assessment tasks
• Individual language tasks integrate content & language 
• Formative feedback clash of content and genre advice
• Single course written for EAP team (CLIL team?)

Sequencing of Module Learning Objectives
Content

Genre, Register and Lexico-Grammar
ESAP/ESAC



• Establish both content and language learning objectives

• Determine ‘syllabus units’ during the needs analysis: i.e. 

course, module, task etc.

• Sequence the course by learnability of content learning 

objectives rather than language objectives

• Use the distinction of deliverer of materials and writer of 

materials for collaboration

• Session-specific learning objectives interweaving both 

content and language 

• Use the reading-into-writing analysis of assessment briefs

• Plan a process of cross-familiarization into the materials 

collaboration (a CPD process) but create materials with 

(CLIL-teachers’ book)

• Develop materials as an output for the collaboration which 

can be taught by CLIL teacher

• Establish different time frames for goals. Vision goals: 

common description of language and embedding of ESAP 

but also CLIL.  

• Have the confidence to be able to understand the ideas and 

discuss them intelligently

• Use content knowledge to deepen your genre and lexico-

grammatical knowledge

• Traditional Grammar Description — Functional Grammar 

Description — Content & Functional Description
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