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Or: an open and honest reflection on a CPD
scholarship project & a cautionary tale...

o Background to TEd in EAP SIG & the survey

o The Survey Part 1: Why we did it and what we found

o The Survey Part 2a: Leaving our comfort zone

o The Survey Part 2b: What we have found

o The Survey Part 2c: What have we learned about researching CPD
o What next for our SIG, BALEAP and the wider community
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TEd in EAP SIG Aims

oTo create a community to explore, problematise and innovate
approaches (to EAP teacher education)

oTo establish and make needs visible

oTo curate, disseminate, and create resources

How do you establish and make needs visible?
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CPD mapping survey: the aims

oAvailability and EAP practitioner engagement in CPD
olnstitutional & individual /self-directed level
oDrivers /motivations & constraints to engagement
oFocus & preferences of CPD

oPractitioner identification of needs and wants for EAP
CPD
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Methodology: designing the survey*

o MS form survey; 9-10 minutes
o Distribution: snowball (Clark et al., 2021); contacts & discussion lists (e.g., BALEAP; ELINET)

o é\gglly)sis: descriptive and thematic analysis of open questions (manifest & latent, Saldana,

*Acknowledgements to Angeliki Apostolidou and Christina Laporda
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What CPD are EAP practitioners doing?

'CPD seems rather ad-hoc in my institution’

Institutional Self-directed

Practical, often ad-hoc sessions on  More scholarship-focused

relevant learning e Attending/presenting

e Observations (formal and peer) conferences

» Attending University/Institutional ¢ Engaging with literature

events and conferences * Joining SIG events

 But little funded scholarship (e.g.

_ * Undertaking fellowships
leave or funding)
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CPD Motivation and Engagement

‘Sense of belonging in an academic discourse community’

What motivates EAP practitioners? When do they engage with CPD?

o Personal interest /
development (93%)

o Opportunities for interaction =~ ©Gaps in knowledge (100)
with like-minded peers (73%)

o Activities directly relevant to
my needs (65%)

o Career advancement (63%)
Time available (55%)

olndividual interest (120)

oA specific goal /objective (81)

oFor research and scholarship

TEd®
SEAP



What is the focus of EAP practitioner CPD?

* Materials design and
adaptation
e Learning tech (Inc. Al)
e Student needs
* Assessment & Feedback
/ * Exploring academic discourse
e Exploring academic
disciplines and practices
e Understanding academic
contexts
e Approaches to scholarship

* Materials design and
adaptation

* Exploring academic
disciplines and practices
e Learning Technologies for
TEd cAP
c  Understanding student
“EAP needs

e Assessment Design




Part 2: Leaving our comfort zone

Qualitative
| Analysis
5 —_
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|dentifying relationships...

Can we identify relationships between e.g.,

oLevel of experience and:
o Choices for CPD
o Motivational factors

oRole or location and
o Motivation/choices?



Getting to grips with
SPSS

)

o Guides and sources of help

o Stumbling blocks




What we tried..

Step 1: Ask for help; can we do this?
o In principle, yes.

Step 2: Leaving our comfort zone
o Crash course in contingency tables & SPSS



Sources of help

Colleagues, friends and family:

o Examples
o Q&A

Resources
o E.g., Field, 2011
o Youtube

DISCOVERING STATISTICS
USING SPSS E

ANDY FIELD
S—"




Sources of help
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How far we got...

A lot of terminology

o Contingency tables & variables & levels

o SPSS for beginners: data import naming; Chi-Square; Fisher’s exact
test, p-values & effect size...

o Initial data run on e.g., level of experience and 13 different choices for

CPD (more/less/the same)



Excel, contingency tables and SPSS output
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How far we got...

o Initial data run on level of experience and 13 different choices for CPD

» No statistical significance (as far as we can tell)



(More) challenges we encountered

o How to deal with different types of variables (e.g., 1 choice/constant)

o Poor survey data: too many data points & bitty data (e.g., self-
identified roles; geographical locations, qualifications ..)

o Need longer to learn enough to do in depth (course; mentors;
networks; open access)



What can we say?: we actually have quite a lot
from round 1

o Commitment to professional development and developing expertise in EAP

o Range; engagement & collaboration; agency driving engagement & focus; communities of
Practice

o Scholarship /research-informed and -led EAP
o Practical challenges and constraints

What we noticed:

o Not much on SoTL

o Not much on contexts/wider context /disciplines

collaboration development | inclusivity professionalism




What next for the SIG?

Implications for future TEdInEAP SIG activity value of community and collaboration

Teacher Knowledge Base
o Understanding Academic contexts

o Scholarship (sharing what & how) E.g., writing up our own scholarship

reflections of this project and encouraging others to come to SIG and talk
about theirs

o Facilitate communities

TEd
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https://tedineap.baleap.org/

What next for BALEAP and the wider
community?
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o Developing EAPers & networks; seek out networks
o E.g., Pre-sessional communities

o Curating more open access resources

o Encourage more sectoral sharing of examples of scholarship case studies from
different contexts (see Brewer, Blaj-Ward, 2013 and recent issue of The Language
Scholar) but also practical resources focused on how to do scholarship in EAP,
including writing up our own scholarship reflections of this project

o Suggest institutions provide more support for scholarship, especially for newer
teachers


https://www.baleap.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Snapshots_of_EAP_Research_Journeys_May2013-1.pdf
https://languagescholar.leeds.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/11/Issue-14-Autumn-2024.pdf
https://languagescholar.leeds.ac.uk/journal/
https://languagescholar.leeds.ac.uk/journal/

The Role of SIGS

Developing to their full potential:
o What and who are we for?

o How can the SIG activity contribute to the
sustainability of the EAP sector?

o What is our SIG strategy?
o SIG networks and joint events
o How do we disseminate events and outputs?
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Research by Design: https://youtu.be/ zFBUfZEBWQ?si=sGf2nsglVL1-Hnx6
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Say hello to us at the BALEAP SIG World Café!

Tuesday & Wednesday, 14:00 — 14:30 in BBG410

The TEdinEAP SIG website

o Find out more about the TEdinEAP SIG!
o Teach us statistics!
o Marvel at our merch!
o Do a quiz and enter a prize draw
Quiz and Win!
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