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EMI versus EAP

What areas are the remit of EAP or EMI 
practitioners?

• Multilingual spaces
• Subject lecturer lack of responsibility for 

language
• Generic language support (non-discipline 

specific)
• Challenges of acquiring academic literacy
• Lack of specific teacher training
• Genre analysis and genre-based pedagogy

Wingate and Hakim, 2022 
(in response to Galloway and Rose, 2021)

• Impact on content learning

• Educational outcomes

• Employability

• Internationalisation

• Drivers

• Student mobility

• Teacher identity

• Teacher interaction

• Linguistic imperialism

• Educational inequality

• Educational access

Galloway and Rose, 2022



EMI versus EAP

• Separate disciplines or close relatives?

• Wingate and Hakim (2022): 
 EMI research (claimed relative infancy) is ignoring EAP research
 Common ground in student support, collaboration, teacher education

• Galloway and Rose (2022): 
 EMI research does take into account EAP research, many practitioners come from EAP field, 

however, EMI scope is broader.

• Contexts differ; students’ challenges differ… not exactly the same

CONTEXT IS ALL! Situated analyses and proposals are needed

we would … urge caution in adopting a view that encourages an Anglo-centric approach, where 
practices are uncritically adopting a view that encourages an Anglo-centric approach, where 
practices are uncritically adopted from higher education contexts that have long been English 
medium (i.e. the Anglosphere, including postcolonial contexts)        (Galloway and Rose, 2022, p. 542)



Definitions: EMI

EMI can be defined as the use of the English language to teach academic subjects (other than 
English itself) in countries or jurisdictions where the first language (L1) of the majority of the 
population is not English.

Macaro et al., 2018

EMI can be defined as the use of English (for example sole use, partial use, code
switching and so on) both by students and content teachers to learn/teach
academic subjects (other than English itself) within EMI settings regardless of their locale.

Akıncıoğlu, 2024

Does EMI occur in Anglophone contexts? 
Does EMI have a place within BALEAP? 



Definitions: EAP and Internationalisation

specialized English-language teaching grounded in the social, cognitive and linguistic demands of 
academic target situations, providing focused instruction informed by an understanding of texts 
and the constraints of academic contexts

Hyland, 2006

Does this definition cover the broadening scope of EAP research and practices?

Language learner – learner
Language teacher – teacher
Language instruction - education



EMI as a Problem

• Exponential growth (Bowles and Murphy 
(2020)

• Unstoppable train (Macaro, 2018)

• Unfettered growth (Galloway and Rose, 2021)

• Issues of quality (Akıncıoğlu, 2023; Bowles 
and Murphy, 2020), equity, cultural identity 
(Dearden, 2015; Lasagabaster, 2022) and 
Englishization of HE curricula (Galloway and 
Rose, 2022; Wächter and Maiworm, 2014). 

• Lack of guidelines, policy and training 
(Akıncıoğlu, 2024; Bowles and Murphy, 2020; Dearden, 
2015; Galloway and Ruegg, 2020; Lasagabaster, 2018; 
Lauridsen, 2020; Macaro et al., 2018; O’Dowd, 2018)

AI generated



EMI as a Problem

Doran and Reiker (March, 2025) identify 4 Ps in attitudes to EMI:

• Challenges in Policy implementation 

• Negative stakeholder Perceptions

• Variable student/teacher Proficiency

Leading to an overall Pessimism

How can collaboration in EMI and EAP help?



The need for collaboration

‘Collaboration is the Equator’ (Green, 2022)

Need to enhance student learning and improve performance in both language and learning (Lasagabaster, 
2018)

Content/language
continuum

Galloway and Rose (2021)

“a language teacher cannot be a content teacher at tertiary level”  Airey (2016) 

“EMI teachers in the preliminary study firmly believed that teaching English was not their job. 
They did not consider themselves responsible for their students’ level of English” Dearden (2015)   



MA TEAP Dissertation background

Lecturer identity in a Catalan setting

Language: a hidden curriculum? Need to make language visible? (Bond, 2020) 



Collaboration between Content Specialists and 
Language Specialists

• Attitudes to collaboration

• Types of effective collaboration 

• Factors in successful collaboration

• Two parallel questionnaires aimed at LS and 
CS respectively

• Mixed methods



Types of Collaboration

Collaboration is “any event, activity or interaction (or series of those) which encourages 
connections between LS and CS” (Green, 2022)

• Tandem teaching

• Team teaching (Lasagabaster, 2018)

• e.g.: Lesson observations
• Longitudinal analysis of student performance
• Needs analysis
• Surveys, focus groups, interviews
• Creation of a set of criteria
• Creation of a handbook for lesson observations
• Creation of a language guide for students and EMI teachers

• Training for EAP tutors in a specific discipline (Galloway and Rose, 2021)

• Training for CS (including consultations or advice) to develop a language 
pedagogy (Galloway and Rose, 2021)

• Research collaboration (Macaro, 2018; Airey, 2020; Macaro, 2020)



Findings: Types of Collaboration



Changes in pedagogy, curriculum and assessment

CS Survey
5 participants
Transnational university in China: 1
Partnership university in China: 4

LS Survey
26 participants
Transnational university in China: 4
Partnership university in China: 7
Range of British universities: 15



Changes in pedagogy, curriculum and assessment

CR2



Successful Collaboration Factors

CR

• It has informed not only our development of teaching and learning in the 
clinical sciences years, but also tailoring of the English foundation year. 
Insights from our English language teaching colleagues are invaluable and 
essential, not just in improving our own teaching and supporting students, 
but also raising those unknown unknowns that we wouldn't have thought 
to consider. (CR2)

• Collaboration requires expertise, time and investment from both 
academics and EAP/Academic skills providers.  Expectations from both 
parties need to be managed.  There is huge potential for EAP/Academic 
skills providers to become embedded (deep-embedded = tandem 
teaching, input into wording of assessments/criteria, co-marking of 
assessments).  (LR16)



Successful Collaboration Factors

• Good communication and rapport between CS and LS

• Open attitudes

• Motivation to improve student engagement

• Mutual learning 

• Tandem teaching: integrated lesson design/ embedded 
language

• Need for coordinator/moderator



Barriers to Collaboration

• Neoliberal pressures on institutions (Warwick, 2014; Hamp-Lyons, 2015;): “commodification and 
McDonaldisation” and outsourcing of EAP courses (Bell, 2025; Ding and Bruce, 2017)

• Sustainability of collaboration: “insufficient institutional support and time constraints” (Malmström and 
Zhou, 2025)

• Lack of training and institutional guidelines in EMI (Bowles and Murphy, 2020; Macaro et al. 2018; Lauridsen, 
2020; Galloway and Ruegg, 2020; Lasagabster, 2018; Dearden, 2015; O’Dowd, 2018; Lauridsen and 
Lillemose, 2015) 

• Lack of training of EAP practitioners (Campion, 2016; Ding and Campion, 2016; Ding and Bruce, 2017; Bell, 
2021)

• Status of EAP within the Academy (Raimes, 1991; Ding and Bruce, 2017; Bell, 2021; Bell, 2025) and unequal 
power relations (Malmström and Zhou, 2025, Ploettner, 2019)

• Defining shared teaching objectives and differing language ideologies (Malmström and Zhou, 2025)

• Unclear division of responsibilities and negotiation of responsibilities (Malmström and Zhou, 2025)



Barriers to Collaboration

My findings:

• Lack of commitment of institutions and management
• Lack of time
• CS resistance and lack of understanding of EAP
• LS lack of understanding of the Academy and of content



My Conclusions: Change perceptions

• Need for strategic, intentional implementation of EMI

• Whole institution initiative: need for “strategic change and institutional policy” 
(Bond, 2020)

• ‘Isolated pockets of initiative’ are not enough (Lauridsen, 2020).

• Research publications, rankings … pedagogy?

• EAP department role: experts of internationalization? (international curriculum 
development/ international pedagogy development/ intercultural competence 
development)

• Collaboration provides situated development opportunities

• Collaboration provides tailor-made courses that are sensitive to context



Collaboration in EMI at the centre of educational  
transformation?

Doran and Reiker (2025) 
identify 4 P’s in attitudes to 
EMI:

• Policy – Perceptions – 
Proficiency -  PessimismPessimism

• Positive outcomes? 
e.g. Dr Wu



Collaboration in EMI at the centre of educational  
transformation?

• Leveraging strengths of both EMI and EAP professionals (e.g. genre-based/ 
disciplinary literacies approach) (Malmström and Zhou, 2025)

• Developing an international mindset and approach

• “Changes in EMI teaching practices … can serve as a broader motor of 
change that support higher education institutions in achieving the promise 
of EMI as a global educational movement that enhances international 
collaboration and mobility.” 

Doran, Rieker and Yang, 2025, p.19 cited by Doran and Reiker (2025) (unpublished)



• Situated within BALEAP, reaching out globally

• Global webinars, regional webinars, reading café

Link:

https://sites.google.com/baleap.org/emisig/home?authuser=0

https://sites.google.com/baleap.org/emisig/home?authuser=0




Regional Webinar 1: Kazakhstan

Regional Webinar 2: Italy
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