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EAP across the Disciplines

 2012 Joined the Academic English 
Team at Coventry University.

 English Department, Faculty of 
Business.

 Moved to School of Humanities in 
College of Arts and Humanities.

 2024 School of Social Science and 
Humanities.

 2025 End of Academic English 
team to provide credit-bearing 
modules within degrees.



EAP and TNE

• College of Arts & Society
• TNE  2015
• Fashion Department

• EAP Challenges 

Which English?
• EGAP
• Technical
• Testing: CET/IELTS
• Industry



PhD Title:
A Linguistic Ethnographic Exploration into the 
English Language Needs of an International 
Fashion Student.

 ESAP for Fashion

 Focus on Listening and 
Speaking

 Linguistic Ethnographical 
Approach

My PhD Journey



ESAP Needs and Spaces

 Lectures

 Workshops

 Studio



Lectures

Observed 10 first-year lectures
Interviewed Subject Lecturer

Observations:
• Multimodal
• No pre-lecture slides
• Examples from lecturer’s experience
• Real world examples: images/videos
• No accompanying readings
• Lecturer wanted interaction

EAP considerations:
• Students cannot prepare
• No text to help with listening – is that easier or harder for listening?
• Students need to listen to various ‘voices’
• Students need to speak out in front of large groups



Workshops

Observations:
• More informal
• Hit or miss report
• Sat in a circle around a table
• Group discussion
• International students were 
     less willing to engage

EAP considerations:
• Not like the traditional seminar
• More like an editor/writer relationship
• Students receive lots of immediate oral feedback



Practical Workshops

Developing Industry Skills

• PC 
• Studio 
• Hybrid  

Lots of demonstrations:

• Mac lab – computer labs
• Print-design, laser cut room 
• Pattern cutting
• Sewing machines
• Paper pattern cutting/Toile

EAP consideration:
• Variety of locations to listen  
• Health and safety



Studios (academic)

Observations:
• Lecturer looks at sketchbooks
• Student and lecturer discussion
• Not high stakes
• But highly stressful

EAP consideration:
• How do we prepare students for spontaneous interactions
• Organise sketchbook to talk through with tutor



Studios (technician)

Observations:

• 2nd year students
• Industry focused briefs
• Space is very different
• Translanguaging
• Technician spoke 90%
• Key words – technical 
• Noisy – lots of interruptions

EAP considerations:
• How do we prepare students for spontaneous 

interactions?
• Lexically dense 



Industry

• Graduate Fashion Week
• Degree Shows
• Building collections
• Industry competitions
• Design briefs with clients
• ‘Crits’

EAP considerations:
• Students need to stand and show work and deal with Q & A
• Differs from prepared presentation



PhD Observation Summary

 Listening to lectures with 
no textual clues.

 Visual/Multimodal

 Industry vs Academia

 Prepare students for 
spontaneous interactions.

 Negotiate interactions 
with technicians



ESAP and Creative Disciplines



Creative Disciplines SIG Events

 Lots of opportunities to collaborate

 Can lead to academic publication



Challenges

 2017 - 2025
 Covid
 Health and Family
Working full time

 Job Position 
 Change in UK HEI

 Amount of Data
 Relevance



Positives

Opportunity to collaborate:
 Internationally with TNE 

partners.
 Cross-discipline projects
 Subject specialist
 UK HEI EAP practitioners
 PhD Supervisors.

Knowledge:
 Language/Linguistic
 Fashion/Creative Arts
 Researcher



Conclusion

Would I do it again?

Collaborate 



Thank you for listening!

Any questions?
Zoe Gazeley
ab2931@coventry.ac.uk

BALEAP SIG
Creative Disciplines
@BALEAPCreative
https://baleapcreativesig.wordpress.com/
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