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Why collaboration

- To engage learners more in peer interaction

- To emphasize the importance of both process and product

- To develop an understanding of working together and listening to each other

- To build reflective knowledge and self-reflective knowledge

- To encourage the building of other relevant social skills

- To manage dealing with large chunks of language together

- To learn how to write rather than write to learn

- To benefit from each other



How can this be achieved?

 Throught the use of multiple digital tools especially in the online learning environment

 Google Docs, Padlet, wikis, zoom Whiteboard, Word document sharing the screen



Google Docs!! Why??

 A study of 28 first year learners of German studying at a US university, working in small groups and completing a creative 
writing task, hypothesizing an end to a German film showed that ‘’collaboratively-oriented groups produced texts with more 
propositional content and better coherence than less-collaborative groups’’(Abrams, 2019, p.22).

 Research in Second language writing (Storch, 2011; Williams, 2012) has shown that ‘’collaboration can foster L2 development 
via a recursive planning and editing process’’(Abrams, 2019, p.22).

 Through ‘’providing extended time for planning, drafting, and reflection, writing can help learners access different 
knowledge types, such as the lexicon, grammar, and discourse conventions’’(Abrams, 2019, p.22).

 According to research (Swain & Lapkin, 2001) ‘’Collaborative L2 writing further increases the knowledge bases of the learners
as they tap into their peers’ writing skills’’(Abrams, 2019, p.22).

 Based on Storch (2011, p.276) collaborative writing not only facilitates learner to learner interaction but involves the recursivity
encourages in writing such as “testing hypotheses, receiving and noticing feedback, and focusing on accuracy”.

 As found in Abrams (2019, p.23) ‘’Watanabe and Swain (2007) found that after processing feedback collaboratively, learners 
were able to retain lexical information better than if they were working alone, possibly due to the fact that they had more 
opportunities to absorb information and make corrections with their peers (Harklau, 2002; Storch, 2011; Williams, 2012)’’.

 According to Wigglesworth & Storch (2012) in Abrams(2019,p.23) ‘’collaborative writing has the potential for generating and 
solidifying shared knowledge as learners plan and edit their texts in negotiation with other students (Kormos, 2014; Storch, 
2011)’’.



Suggested practices!!

 Process writing free practice stage-multiple drafting-recursivity

 Note taking and peer editing

 Brainstorming ideas-activation of schemata

 Creating tables and grouping on a TALO level

 Alternative assessment-group Diary

 Synthesizing and paraphrasing information

 Gap filling and peer correction

 Text editing and peer reflection

 Generally employing the sub skills of EAP teaching and competences when dealing with 
skills integration



Sample Group diary on Google Docs!!
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