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Seeking kindness 
in our work with 
international 
students



Kindness as 
platitude

“In a world 
where you can 

be anything, 
be kind”



‘To teach in a manner that respects and 
cares for the souls of our students is 

essential if we are to provide the 
necessary conditions where learning can 

most deeply and intimately begin.’
- bell hooks, Teaching to Transgress



‘An act is oppressive only when it 
prevents people from being 

more fully human.’
- Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed



https://www.insidehighered.com/news/global/international-students-us/2025/04/07/where-students-have-had-their-visas-revoked



https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/feb/11/english-test-scandal-students-renew-fight-to-clear-names-after-10-years







Introduction

Body

Conclusion

Commonly taught in UK:

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

Shift or Twist

Commonly taught in China:

***a purposefully oversimplified comparison





“…assimilation is encouraged under the 
guise of integration, where we must 
work to understand the local culture 
while there seems to be no push for 
understanding us in return.” (pg. 15)





Reframing the narrative:
From individual to structure

“International students struggle 

with critical thinking”
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Example reframed narrative 1:
Assessment support does not make clear the 

conventions expected for ‘critical thinking’



Reframing the narrative:
From individual to structure

“International students struggle 

with critical thinking”

VERSUS

Existing approaches to 

assessment do not value varied 

approaches to critical thinking



What might we ask ourselves?

How do we ensure that (international) students 
are being seen as more fully human at our 
institutions and through our practices?
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How do we infuse more kindness in our 
practices with (international) students?01
What are the most grievous unkindnesses
present in our institutions and practices?02

How do we move practices away from 
‘fixing’ individual deficiencies towards 
dismantling structural inequalities?
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Research with International Students (RIS) network

www.researchintlstudents.com



● An informal network of staff in all 

roles whose practices involve 

internationalisation

● Monthly online meeting to share 

resources or have a discussion 

around a specific topic or theme

Scan QR code to join listserv:
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