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Overview

. Digital Accessibility: What it is and how it fits into
EAP and King’'s Foundations

e Initiatives: What we tried

[ Reflections: What went well and what the
challenges were

e Plans and recommendations: What's in the
pipeline and what's needed

 Takeaways: What you’ve got to share!




What you’ll need to do!

On the Padlet, please add any (or all) of the
following:

(3] Fx 4 [m]

e Takeaways

e Advice
e Resources

e Questions

https://uop.padlet.org/amy aishabrownl/Digital Accessibility EAP
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Digital Accessibility




Digital Accessibility: What is it?

Definition (GOV.UK, 2018)

e Making sure websites, apps, and their content can be used by as many people as
possible, including those with disabilities.

Examples

e Using heading styles.

e Adding ALT text to images.

e Ensuring sufficient colour contrast.
e Providing transcripts and captions.




Digital Accessibility: Why's it relevant?

Legal argument
e The Equality Act 2010 and Accessibility Regulations 2018 make basic digital
accessibility a requirement.

Inclusivity argument
e Around 20% of students (25% for UK, 6% for non-UK) have a known disability (HESA,
2024).

Pedagogical (UDL) argument
e Accessibility strengthens learning opportunities for all (CAST, 2024).



Digital accessibility in EAP materials

Example 1

® Present challenges to digital accessibility (see examples).

® Font styling, colour, layout, etc are used to convey linguistic information.

Example 2

Many people these days believe that climate change is real. There is plenty to
suggest this. Mariah Jones writes in The Punter that climate change is a scientific
fact (2015: 245). Scientists have been collecting data on the changing climate for
years (Climate News 2003; SALG 2014). Data shows that temperatures have
warmed faster more recently (2016: 5) and storms and floods have increased in
frequency (Widley 2016: 12). Others argue that the climate has always been
changing and that this is nothing new (Peterson 2015; Smith 2013). These views,
however, mask the link between climate change denial and the negative effects of
capitalism. Addressing climate change involves radical change to reduce carbon
emissions, which can be costly for corporations (Bones 2016). In the case of the
energy giants, addressing climate change may even threaten their whole
existence. Therefore whether or not climate change is real is a political as well as a
geological question.

Red - topic sentence or sentence introducing the idea of the paragraph

Blue - bringing together a range of points from different scholars on the same
issue

Purple - student’s critical commentary on the different points made

Green - closing comment to round off paragraph

According to X (2000, p.115) ...

As X (2000, p.115)

X (2000, p.115)

states/points out/suggests

that...

X (2000, p.115)

defines Y as ...

(X, 2000, p.115).

e No known EAP-specific guidelines.




Digital accessibility in King’s Foundations (early 2023)

® Inconsistency in how linguistic elements

@ Reading and Writing Progress Task - Reading Text (MAY & _
We re id e ntifi ed . R Available but not shown on course page v

® Basic accessibility issues noticed on KEATS
(VLE).
o Red and amber Ally indicators.

@ Reading_and Writing Progress Task - Answer Sheet @AY & _

R Available but not shown on course page v

O Documents W|th accessibi“ty issueS. @ Reading_and Writing Progress Task - Can-do Statement (DAY &

W Available but not shown on course page v

o Textin images, including in H5Ps.

® General lack of awareness of the what, n n
why, and how of digital accessibility. N -
e No pI ans in pI ace to address the gap. Low (0-36%)  Medium (34-66%)  High (67-99%) Perfect (100%)



Initiatives



Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) Team initiatives

Training and guidance

. D|g|ta| acceSSIblllty baS|CS (a” Staﬂ:) Whatmakesuniaccessible?lnsightsfromstud
. Ally (staff who edit KEATS)

lllieleStr g was an inte, View wit 1 foy
ents Speakmg for t 1e 1selves but post g a
¥

Team upskilling ‘

Building accessibility into planning and QA
processes

Raising issues at the Dept. Education
Committee

Creating a dialogue around digital
accessibility.




Teachi
ching staff initiatives

Module |
eads
engagement and teaCh”‘]g team
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jnchusive Teaching
Ccpo

(.)o LanaHa\/erstock 30/00 0752 ; € *

inclusive Teaching with Techno\ogy: Strateg'\es, Tips and Tools

Kent Un\vers\t\/ webinal ‘nelusive Teaching with '\'ec\‘mo\ogy' strategies: Tips and Tools’ will be 1aking p1ace next

Teach
INg tea .
m Sharlng CPD Op ek, on Wed esdaythez:dofOtob 01630 BT
portunit
IES

Agenda

o 14:00- 14:05 - pr Phil Anthony (Univ erS\t\j £ Kent). ! mrodu ctio!

o 1405 - 1435~ Matthew Deeprose (Univer rsity Of goutha® n) Using genera’dve Al X0 mprove digital
a:cess‘\b'l\'lty efficiencys featuring copitot 1, Whis ispet, 3 C\ ude

. 1435~ 14:50 - DY Juliane Thieme e (UN niversity © of Greenwxcm‘. Co-:\'eat‘\ng a non-d'\gi\a\ classroo™ game

ors
. 14501 5:05 — Helen Todd (Un\verS\ ity of Sussex) Umversa\ pesign for Leaming: Enhancing online
pistance Learning at the University of Susse*

o 151157 15:30 - pr Sam pentice (8PP Umversm/) Se emg \earners when you can't 5€€ them - prar.tica\

ent
o 4530 15:45 - Nithya Ramadoss & Dr San ra Mora \ &U niversity of oxford): Opﬁmiz’lng \nc\usiv'lty'.

nhan ices
o 15457 16:00 - Amy Giles (Un’wers’\t\/ of South Wales): Buildi 9 A wareh around B\ackboard Ally
o 16:00 - 1615~ Wike Clae? (University of Bxeter: greaking Bul\d \nc\uslon Creatind {nclusive



Reflections



What’s gone well

Training:

e 2023/24: 100% positive feedback.
Buy-in from senior leadership: Creating
time for training
Cultural shift: It’s being discussed!
Leadership shift: From TEL-driven to
teacher-driven.

Shifts in accessibility

O KIF: Accessible assessment templates.

O Pre-sessional: Increase in Ally scores.

It’s really made me
rethink my whole
approach to writing
materials.

Helped me to realise
how things | do to
make docs more
accessible to me have
the opposite effect for
others.




Ally ratings on two Pre-sessional sites in two academic years

60

50

N
o

w
o

Percentage of Checks

N
o

10

L Check Categories
EEl green perfect

green (high)
orange 50.0%
| Bl red
42.2%
37.5%

35.6%

12.5%

0.0%

60.0%

46.9%

37.5%

20.0%

12.5%

3.1%

23-24 PS 11 week

22-23 PS 11 week

22-23 PS 16 week 23-24 PS 16 week

Course Pages



Challenges

Slow progress

Lack of
support and = Lack of time
resource
L.ack of clarity Competing
in top-down Npet
leadership priorities
Lack of Lack of

procedure accountability



Templates for

PowerPoint or

Word that are
accessible.

Training in ...
accessibility for
Excel and KEATS.

Possible solutions suggested by staff

Considering this in
our workload.

Perhaps some
official guidance
would be helpful.

Someone
dedicated to this
task to consult
with.

A proofreader/
accessibility
checker.




Future plans and recommendations



What’s in the pipeline

‘ Reinstating TEL resource
‘ Stronger top-down focus

TEL/Teacher collaborative project
Staff survey

‘ EDI sub-group on neurodiversity: assessment accessibility

‘ Possible audit of KEATS




What’s probably needed

‘ Evaluation methods

‘ Collaborate



Takeaways



Takeaways: Time to share!

On the Padlet, please add any (or all) of the
following:

(3] Fx 4 [m]

e Takeaways — points you feel most pertinent on

accessibility
e Advice
* Resources
* Questions

https://uop.padlet.org/amy aishabrownl/Digital Accessibility EAP



https://uop.padlet.org/amy_aishabrown1/Digital_Accessibility_EAP
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