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The sustainability crisis
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The UN Sustainable Development 
Goals
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Sustainability matters, so how can 

Education be the difference?



The role of Higher Education in 
sustainability





University of Southampton ñTriple Helixò, 2022



IPCC, 2022



IPCC, 2022



Image: Royal Holloway University of London, 2022



University of 

Southampton, 2022



Curriculum transformation



ñThe truth is that many things on which your future health and 

prosperity depend are in dire jeopardy: climate stability, the resilience 

and productivity of natural systems, and biological diversity.

It is worth noting that this is not the work of ignorant people. It is, 

rather, largely the result of work by people with BAs, BScs, LLBs, 

MBAs, and PhDs.

More of the same kind of education will only compound our 

problemsé..the worth of education must now be measured against the 

standards of decency and human survival..é It is not education that 

will save us, but education of a certain kindò

David Orr, 1991



ñESD empowers learners to take informed 

decisions and responsible actions for 

environmental integrity, economic viability and 

a just society, for present and future 

generations, while respecting cultural 

diversity. It is about lifelong learning, and is an 

integral part of quality education. 

ESD is holistic and transformational education 

which addresses learning content and 

outcomes, pedagogy and the learning 

environment. It achieves its purpose by 

transforming society.ò

UNESCO, 2019
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903 UG & PGT 

programmes audited

1582 compulsory 

modules audited

2.6 - average number of 

SDGs per module




